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retained under any arrangement that may be devised for
the future.
In preparing these estimates the Finance Department
naturally sees that economy in expenditure is enforced on
all departments of the administration. Still, to a very
large degree, expenditure depends on policy and decisions
on policy are taken by the Government as a whole and are
not and' cannot be subject to the veto of the Finance
Minister. It is, therefore, felt that in addition to the
scrutiny exercised by the Finance Department on behalf
of the Government, there should be a further check over
the estimates by a Committee of the legislature on behalf
of the general tax-payer.
There is in India a Standing Finance Committee which
is supposed to scrutinize the estimates shortly before the
budget is presented to the Assembly. But this Committee
is not a statutory body, it has no right of audience by the
legislature, and whatever advice it gives is intended for the
Finance Department. This is obviously unsatisfactory.
The Committee should be created by statutory authority;
its duties and functions should be prescribed by statute,
it should be entitled to cover the whole ground, whether
of detail or of policy, and to enable it really to discharge
its duties in an effective manner, it should have a per-
manent officer attached to it whose duty it would be to do
the spadework for the Committee, in much the same
manner as the Auditor-General does for the Public
Accounts Committee.
So far as one can judge, there is a body of opinion in
Great Britain also which is in favour of revising the pro-
cedure of financial business in the House of Commons on
the lines indicated above. Several letters and leading
articles have recently appeared in the press on the subject
to this effect, and similar evidence was given on 13th

